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Background ï Site Location 



Background ï Site History 

ƷWillamette Falls historical gathering place 

ƷSite developed over time as saw mill, grist mill, wool 
mill, and paper mill 

ƷEarly power generation at falls 

ƷHistory of modernization for newsprint and other 
paper products 

ƷMill closed in 2011. 

 

 

 



Background -- Mill Races used Natural Site 
Drainage Channels 



Stormwater Management 

Ʒ In the 1990s, mill races were dammed or capped off and all stormwater 

runoff was routed to the process wastewater system. 



Interim Stormwater Management Goals 

ƷCoordinate with salvage operations 

ƷClean and control sources 

ƷMeet city and state requirements 

ƷObtain No Exposure Certification and 
get off industrial SW Permit 



Interim Stormwater Management Goals 

ƷRobust and flood resistant 

ƷPassive and energy efficient 

ƷReversible ï ñhydrocratic oathò ï Do 
No Harm! 

ƷLast up to 5 years awaiting 
redevelopment 
 



Water Quality Goals 

ƷCity of Oregon City design standards 
for water quality  

ƷNo requirement for quantity flow 
controlï direct discharge to Willamette 

ƷIndustrial General Stormwater Permit 
benchmarks as a target 



Challenges 

ƷOver 150 years of development history 

ƷWorking in conjunction with 
decommissioning 

ƷHard rock substrate 

Ʒ99.9 percent impervious development 

ƷTight site constraints 

ƷAndé 



Challenges Floods!  1996, 1964, 1946, 1942,  1894, 1890, 1866, 1861 é 



Process -- Decommissioning 



Process -- Decommissioning 

ƷUnderstand stormwater and process 
wastewater piping and flow paths 

ƷEstimate runoff from each basin 

ƷUntangle process piping from stormwater 
conveyances 

ƷCoordinate salvage efforts by basin 

ƷManage scrap and residuals 

ƷTop down cleaning (do it once do it well). 



Process -- Phasing by Basin 



Process ï Manage Salvage Runoff 



Process ï Clean, Clean, Clean 



Process Manage Residuals 



Process ï Downspout Treatment Filters 

 



Process ï Downspout Treatment Filters 



Process ï Gabion Filters 



Process ï  
Gabion Compost/Rock Filters 


